REACH. TEACH. PRAISE. SERVE.
MATTHEWS UNITED METHODIST

October 16, 2025
Dear Matthews UMC Family,

We hope this third quarter update finds you enjoying some cooler days and embracing opportunities to be
in connection with one another. While we each have an individual relationship with our Lord and Savior, we
are blessed with the gift of community where we find friendship, understanding, encouragement, and love.
This love of Christ and for each other is our bond, our unifying purpose, and a tremendous source of
strength and capacity for carrying out His work.

In recent months, we have watched construction teams travel to hurricane-impacted areas, working
alongside folks from other churches to rebuild these communities. Through ministries like Bridge-Builders
Fellowship, Inclusive Grace, Room In The Inn, and Embracing Disabilities, we continue to recognize the
inherent worth of every person, listening, appreciating, and belonging together as one body. Through your
faithfulness, we are nurturing relationships and supporting the efforts of our Global Impact partners so their
fruit may be multiplied in the community and around the world. Weekly within our walls, we witness
amazing collaboration among staff and volunteers to ensure five worship services and dozens of other
events in The Commons and Gym come off without a hitch. People are excited about church and about
being together, as evidenced by the average worship attendance of 764, an increase from 687 last year. We
have been blessed by a successful transition in pastoral leadership, and you have welcomed our new clergy
with open hearts and minds.

Daily, we rejoice in our congregation’s ongoing commitment not only to the Operating Budget, but to the
Beyond Hospitality Capital Campaign, ReFresh & ReNew, and Global Impact. At third quarter end, we have
reached 69% of our annual tithing goal. Through your dedication to widening our welcome and making our
campus accessible to people of all abilities, we have received $1.5 million in gifts to the Capital Campaign.
And the timing of your donations is allowing us to stay current with construction invoices without utilizing a
line of credit. What a blessing and cost savings! Because of the priority you place on maintaining our beautiful
facility, the Trustees and Facility Staff are hard at work making functional and cosmetic repairs to our 32-
year-old campus. The exponential power of people working together for a common goal is clear and is a joy
to witness!

On Monday, October 27 at our All Church Gathering, we will celebrate this power of community and the
light it shines not just out in the world, but on our very own. We are “All in the Family of God,” and for 148
years and counting, MUMC has supported its members through a Continuum of Care that crosses
generations. The late radio psychiatrist, Dr. David Viscott, wrote, “To love and be loved is to feel the sun
from both sides.” Our dear MUMC family, thank you for being “All In.” Thank you for showing up, giving
sacrificially, and combining your spirit-given superpowers so that every neighbor we meet can experience
the warmth of receiving and sharing God'’s love.

With gratitude,
Katrina Larrison, Lay Leader

Suzanne Pugh, Administrative Council Servant Leader
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