
Rainbow Ark – Elementary Class – December 4, 2022 
http://kids.matthewsumc.org/sunday/rainbow-ark/ 

Jesus is Promised 
Today’s Bible Story: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Jesus Is Promised) • Isaiah 9:6-7 
Today’s Bottom Line: God always has a plan. 
Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He 
is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV) 
Monthly Virtue: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift  
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
Watch Kids online experience video: https://tinyurl.com/5n9y2btx 

 

Read:  Isaiah 9:6-7 from Bible Translation of your choice or the version below: 

SETTING UP THE STORY 

God created the world out of love.  

God also created Adam and Eve.  When they turned away from God, the world was broken and 
sin entered the world. 

His plan was to bless the world through Abraham’s family the Israelites. 

Unfortunately, the Israelites kept turning away from God—over and over again. Kings like David 
and his son, Solomon, ruled over the people. But after the time of King Solomon, the kingdom of 
Israel was split in two. 
 
God spoke through prophets who shared words from God with the people. Through the 
prophets, God promised that a Rescuer would come and make things right—once and for all. 
One of the prophets who spoke God’s words was a man named Isaiah. 
 

THE STORY 

Isaiah lived more than 700 years before Jesus was born! 
 
“Isaiah saw a vision of God and heard God’s voice saying, ‘Who will I send?’ Isaiah answered, 
‘Here I am. Send me!’ 
 
Isaiah knew the importance of what God had called him to do, so he was ready to speak God’s 
words to the people. 
 
At this time the northern kingdom of Judah had been taken over by the Assyrians and Isaiah 
knew it was only a matter of time before they took over the southern Kingdom of Israel too. 
 
Isaiah told the people about a time when God would send them someone to rescue them. 

This wasn’t just someone who would save them from people attacking their nation 



This would be someone who would save ALL people, FOREVER 

Isaiah wrote: 
 
 “The people who are now living in darkness 

will see a great light. 
“They are now living in a very dark land. 

But a light will shine on them. 
 

The light that Isaiah was writing about was the Savior, the One who would save the people 
forever. This Savior would come to Earth as a baby. 

“A child will be born to us. 
“A son will be given to us. 
He will rule over us. 

 
“And he will be called 

Wonderful Adviser and Mighty God. 
He will also be called Father Who Lives Forever 

and Prince Who Brings Peace.” 
 
 
God gave Isaiah these amazing words as a promise so people would know that a Rescuer was 
coming who would make things right for all time 
 

WRAPPING UP THE STORY 

From the very beginning, God had a plan 

God had a plan to rescue the Israelites—and all people for all time 

God had a plan to make a way for ALL of us to have a relationship with God that will last forever 

That’s why God sent Jesus 

That’s why Jesus is the greatest gift the world has ever known 

• BL: God always has a plan. 

 

Waiting Game 
What You Need: “Yes and No Questions” Activity Page, newspaper, , Christmas music, and 
music player or device 
 
What You Do: 

• Place newspaper or magazine squares on the floor at random places in your 
environment—at least one square for every kid/teen or family member. 

• Instruct everyone to dance or move around as much as they want when they hear 
Christmas music.  



• When the music stops, kids/teens/family members should quickly find a newspaper 
square and jump on it. 

• Start the Christmas music and stop it at a random point. 
• Once everyone finds a square, ask the group a “Yes or No” question. 
• Instruct the kids/teens/family members to remain on the square if they think the answer is 

“Yes” and jump off the square if they think the answer is “No.”  
 

What You Say: 
“Was it hard to wait for the music to stop to jump on the newspaper/magazine? (Invite 
responses.) You couldn’t predict how long I’d play music between each round, which made the 
waiting more difficult.  
 
“What is the BIG thing that God promised would happen way back in the Old Testament in 
Isaiah? Who did He say would come to rescue the Israelites? (Pause for responses.) That’s 
right! Jesus! Just like you had to wait in the game, God’s people had to wait for Jesus to come.  
 
“Even when things seemed dark and hopeless, God was making a way, not just for the Jewish 
people but for all of us, to be saved. And it would all depend on a tiny, helpless baby. So as we 
celebrate Jesus’ birth this Christmas, let’s remember that [Bottom Line] God always has a 
plan.” 
 
 
 
 
Plan Bookmarks 
 
What You Need: “Bookmark” Activity Page, Bibles, markers, hole punch, yarn; Optional 
decorating supplies 
 
What You Do: 

• Make sure each kid has a Bible. 
• Look up Luke 2:11, this month’s memory verse,  
• Read the verse out loud as a group. 
• Give each kid/teen/family member a bookmark and a pencil. 
• Instruct them to fill in the missing words in the verse by unscrambling the letters under 

each blank line.  
• Punch a hole at the top of the bookmarks. 
• Give each kid a piece of yarn. 
• Demonstrate how to loop the yarn through the hole and tie a knot. 
• Invite kids to decorate their bookmarks using markers and optional decorating supplies. 

 
What You Say: 
“Seven hundred years before Jesus was born, Isaiah wrote that a Savior would come . . . as a 
baby. Then seven hundred years later, Luke, the author of our memory verse, told us that it 
really happened! God keeps promises, so we can trust that God’s plan is perfect.  
 
“Place your bookmark in a special place in your Bible or a special book you’re reading or 
anywhere to remind you that [Bottom Line] God always has a plan.”  



 
Closing Prayer 
 
What You Need: Bookmarks from “Plan Bookmarks” activity and pencils 
 
What You Do:  

• Make sure each kid/teen/family member has their bookmark and give them a pencil. 
• Invite them to form a circle and sit down. 
• Direct the kid/teens/family members to turn their bookmark over to the blank side. 
• Prompt them to write anything that’s currently worrying them or something that’s difficult 

and they need help trusting God with. 
• Close your group time in prayer.  

 
What You Say: 
“We can trust God, no matter what. God is there for us and loves us so much that He sent us 
Jesus. Let’s pray. 
  
“Dear God, thank You for reminding us today that You have a perfect plan. Help us remember 
that You sent Jesus to make a way for us to have a relationship with You. And because we can 
have a relationship with You, we can trust You with the plan You have for our lives. Please help 
us with the things we wrote. Help us trust You and Your plan to make a way to have a 
relationship with us and remind us that You are always there for us, no matter what. We love 
You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 



What to Do:
Print on paper, one for each small group.
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“Yes and No Questions” Activity Page

God told Isaiah that Jesus was coming. (yes)

Isaiah didn’t tell anyone that Jesus was coming. (No, Isaiah told everyone.)

Jesus was called “Wonderful.” (yes)

Jesus was called “Mighty.” (yes)

Jesus was called “Sleepy.” (no)

Jesus was called Everlasting. (yes)

Jesus was called Peace. (yes)

God’s people waited a long time for Jesus to come. (yes)

Isaiah wrote about Jesus in the newspaper. (No, He wrote about it in the Bible.)

God keeps promises. (yes)

The names for the child Isaiah told about pointed to God’s plan to save the Israelites 
and the whole world. (yes) 

Isaiah was a servant to the king. (No, He was an adviser.)

Jesus is weaker than any earthly king. (No, Jesus is stronger than any king.) 

When people turned from God, the world was broken. (yes)

When Jesus died for us then defeated death, He made our relationship with God 
right again. (yes)



What to Do:
Print on white cardstock and cut apart, one bookmark for each kid.
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“Bookmark” NIrV Activity Page
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What to Do:
Print on white cardstock and cut apart, one bookmark for each kid.
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“Bookmark” NIV Activity Page
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