A Prayer for The United Methodist Church

Gracious God, you are the source of all life and giver of all good and perfect gifts. Through your
Son, Jesus Christ, and with your Holy Spirit, you have drawn us together to be your church, to
be a witness to the world of your glory, to reflect your love, and to convey your grace. We thank
you especially for The United Methodist Church, and its ongoing commitment to both social
holiness and vital piety.

We remember that your desire is for us to be in relationships with one another that are life
giving and soul renewing. Yet, we have allowed our kinship to others to be defined more by our
differences than by our commonalities. Forgive us, O God, for our thinking, conditioned in us by
a culture beset by winners and losers. Show us the way of love, which is the only way that saves
and the only basis for relationships in your kingdom.

O God, we pray for your church. We pray for those who have been marginalized by Christians
on the basis of their sexual orientation. We pray for a return to Biblical literacy as a standard
for discipleship. We pray for a renewal of the church's witness, that it may not be governed by
culture, but a transformer of it. We pray for the people called Methodist, that as your Spirit
guides each of us toward perfection in love, we might move closer to holiness in heart and life.

Over the days ahead, illuminate my heart through prayer, and guide me in praying for The
United Methodist Church ... and show me how | might make your love real in ways that Reach,
Teach, Praise and Serve ... both significant and small, for the sake of your kingdom.

Amen.



